a smell of smoke, but the Judge said It was only a chimney
smoking, and continued. There followed, however, an
ominous crackle, and It was soon seen that the woodwork of
the Court was ablaze. The Court was adjourned, but there
was no panic, and the Judge, sitting calmly on the bench like
Casablanca, was the last to leave. Whether it was arson or
accident will never be known ; but at all events the crowd
was delighted and amused at the disaster : as someone said,
when Carson and O'Brien met the sparks were sure to fly.
When the flames reached the figure of Justice on the cornice
and the Union Jack flying on the mast came crashing down
and was burnt, the delight of the crowd knew no bounds.
This was a portent indeed. The whole Courthouse was
destroyed, and the county records, some of great value and
antiquity, were burnt*
The next day the Court met again elsewhere. Two of the
prisoners were acquitted, and the jury disagreed about three
of them. Eleven jurymen were for a conviction, and one, an
ardent member of the National League, held out. " We had
not challenged him," said Carson, " he looked so eminently
respectable." With one member of the League on the jury
it was of course almost Impossible to secure a conviction in
such a case.
The prosecution, in the face of hostile and menacing
crowds, of national heroes so Intrepid that they never feared
the discomforts of Kilmainham Gaol, was not the only duty
that fell to Crown counsel in those days : sometimes they had
to prosecute humbler folk who committed crimes far graver
in the eyes of the law and of humanity, but who, according
to strongly held opinions were influenced or motivated,
directly or indirectly, by those unselfish and idealistic
patriots in the cause of freedom, or the organisations set up
under their auspices. Major Traill, one of the resident
magistrates, divided those who committed these outrages
into three classes; the fanatics, the hired assassins, and
others upon whom duty under the rules of their own organi-
sation, which they might have light-heartedly joined without
knowing its true and secret purpose, fell by lot or detail to
carry out some terrible act, their own death being the